
The Grow Minnesota!® Partnership is Minnesota’s premier 
private sector-led business retention and assistance program. The 
partnership of more than 90 local chambers and economic devel-
opment organizations works to spur business growth throughout 
the state and has been doing so for 16 years. The partnership 
collectively conducts confidential, comprehensive one-on-one site 
visits with nearly a thousand businesses each year, tracking on-
the-ground business conditions, collecting data on what it takes 
businesses to stay and grow in Minnesota, and identifying areas 
where we can provide solutions to business concerns. 

Our partnership’s one-on-one assistance links businesses 
to resources that can help them stay and grow in Minnesota. 
Examples include:

• Minnesota supplier sourcing
• Workforce recruiting and training
• Business financing programs
• Exporting opportunities
• Technical and regulatory assistance
• Networking and business development opportunities
• Economic and labor market research
• Environmental sustainability and energy conservation assis-

tance
• Training/consulting for entrepreneurs and small businesses

To view more business resources and/or to request a site visit, 
https://www.mnchamber.com/your-opportunity/grow-minneso-
ta-partnership.

Business Assistance provides  
connections to growth opportunities
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Grow Minnesota! Partnership staff visited with Zachary Lee, a 
broker with CARR Healthcare Realty, and he shared the following 
insights. CARR specializes in serving health care professionals in 
the greater Twin Cities area with their office space needs.

“The current commercial real estate market has been dramat-
ically affected by the economy in the past several years. This 
has resulted in a very favorable environment for tenants as 
landlords are extremely motivated to attract new tenants 
and retain existing ones. Current opportunities include 
reducing your monthly rent payment, upgrading 
your office’s appearance through an improvement 
allowance, as well as obtaining free rent and other 
favorable concessions. One of the keys to a success-
ful negotiation for your new facility, expansion or 
renovation is to take advantage of the free services of 
a real estate broker or agent.”

Grow Minnesota! staff were able to make personal 
introductions to connect CARR with Minnesota leaders 
in architectural design and building contractors.

Leveling the playing field in  
your next office lease negotiation 
CARR Healthcare Realty
www.carr.us 
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K-Mama Sauce LLC
Minneapolis
https://kmamasauce.com/

Minnesota has 925 businesses that 
manufacture food and beverage products for consumers locally 
and around the world. While these businesses cover a wide 
range of sizes and product offerings, they all operate in a highly 
competitive market and face common challenges related to product 
differentiation, marketing and distribution channels, changing 
consumer landscapes, product safety and labeling requirements, 
and the list goes on. At the core, each business is driven to identify 
and meet some untapped demand in the market. K-Mama Sauce is 
an exemplary model of this kind of innovation. 

Founder and CEO K.C. Kye, inspired by memories of his mother’s 
homemade Korean cooking, set out to bring the flavor of Korean 
cooking to the kitchen tables of homes in Minnesota and around 
the United States. Like many other food entrepreneurs, K.C. 
started out selling his product in local farmers’ markets to establish 
brand awareness, test consumer interest and fine-tune recipes. 
This strategy proved successful, leading him to eventually land 
his products in food co-ops and grocery stores around the Twin 
Cities. These early successes led K.C. to a new challenge: Scaling 
his operation and expanding his product to markets outside of the 
region. It was at this point that the Minnesota Chamber’s Grow 
Minnesota! Partnership team met with K.C. to learn about his plans 
to grow the business and share various resources that could help 
him along his journey.  

Assistance provided by Grow Minnesota! is as diverse as the 
sizes and types of businesses that the program serves. Among 
other resources, Grow Minnesota! informed K.C. about CEO Next 
Business Institute, a program  funded by four metro counties and the 
city of Saint Paul  that supports growth for second-stage companies 
in the region. After experiencing continued growth in the ensuing 
months, K.C. applied and was selected to participate in the program, 
joining a cohort of other local CEO’s.  . 

In addition to valuable peer learning, CEO Next Business Institute 
provided critical market research information to help K-Mama 
Sauce identify target markets and develop strategies to reach those 
customers. “CEO Next was a non-judgmental space that was a safe 
space for helpful suggestions...it was such a powerful resource.”  
Grow Minnesota! is committed to ensuring businesses like K-Mama 
Sauce have the information, connections and resources they need to 
stay and grow in Minnesota. 

24/7 RESOURCES • https://www.mnchamber.com/economic-development-resources
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CEO NEXT  
Business Institute  

Is your business Next? For more 
information on CEO Next Business 
Institute, contact Mary Matze, 
Hennepin County at  
Mary.Matze@hennepin.us.

Businesses  
assisted by  
industry:  
2003-Present

* Note: business sector information missing from some visits

https://kmamasauce.com/
mailto:Mary.Matze@hennepin.us


Collapsible Cooler Company
Hopkins
https://collapsiblecooler.com/

Fraboni Sausage Company
Hibbing
https://frabonis.com/
  

The Minnesota Chamber’s Grow 
Minnesota! Partnership staff, along 
with its local partners like the 
Hibbing Area Chamber, regularly visit 
businesses throughout the state. Our 
collective visits identify opportunities 
for more business-to-business activity 
in the state, thereby strengthening supply 
chains here. One such opportunity resulted 
in linking Collapsible Coolers, a Twin Cities 
business, with Fraboni Sausage Company located 
in Hibbing. It was a win-win.

Collapsible Cooler’s leadership attended a recent Grow Min-
nesota! MN Supplier Match Roundtable, and a follow-up visit 
was completed. During the visit, Grow Minnesota! staff was able 

to learn more about Collapsible Cooler’s 
products and growth plans. Collapsible 
Coolers specializes in making packaging 
for temperature-sensitive products from 
foods to pharmaceuticals. A successful 
niche for the company is supplying small 
to medium-sized businesses and farming/
food operations with affordable customized 
packaging in small to large quantities. Since 

its unique packaging reduces 
the amount of air in the shipping 
containers, it allows products 
to maintain their temperature 
longer. 

Around the same time up on the Iron 
Range, a Hibbing Area Chamber Grow Min-

nesota! visit was completed with a longtime 
community food business, Fraboni Sausage 

Company. The visit discovered that Fraboni’s was 
looking to expand its online shipments of sausage 

products. Through regular communications between the 
Minnesota and Hibbing Area chambers, a match was made. It 

turned out that Collapsible Coolers is a fit for Fraboni’s packaging 
needs. Fraboni’s reports that Collapsible Coolers are cost effective 
and have helped them streamline their packaging process. Today 
the companies are doing business with each other, which in turn, is 
strengthening local economies and business relationships within the 
state.
HIBBING AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The chamber is a founding partner of the Grow Minnesota!® Part-
nership. It has completed 250 business retention visits and provided 
follow-up assistance to 134 of 
them. Its Grow Minnesota! work 
continues to have a positive 
impact on Hibbing’s economy, 
and, at the same time, contrib-
utes to public policy discussions 
on how to strengthen the state’s 
business climate.
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Grow Minnesota! Partnership https://www.mnchamber.com/grow/grow-minnesota-partnership 
 A robust statewide partnership of local chambers of commerce and economic development entities

CENTRAL MINNESOTA 
Big Lake Chamber 
Big Lake EDA* 
Brainerd Lakes Area Eco-
nomic Development Corp.*

Brainerd Lakes Chamber
Cuyuna Lakes Chamber
Elk River Area Chamber 
Greater St. Cloud Develop-
ment Corp.* 

Long Prairie Chamber 
North 65 Chamber 
Pine City Area Chamber
Pine City EDA* 
St. Cloud Area Chamber 

TWIN CITIES  
7-COUNTY METRO
Apple Valley Chamber 
Burnsville Chamber 
Dakota County Regional 
Chamber 

Eden Prairie Chamber 
Edina Chamber
Greater Stillwater Chamber

Hastings Area Chamber  
& Tourism Bureau 

Hastings HEDRA*
I94 West Chamber 
Lakeville Area Chamber    
MetroNorth Chamber 
Progress Plus* 
Richfield Chamber 
River Heights Chamber 
Roseville EDA 
Saint Paul Area Chamber
Shakopee Chamber 
St. Paul Port Authority* 
Twin Cities North Chamber 
TwinWest Chamber 
Vadnais Heights EDC* 
Waconia Chamber 
White Bear Area Chamber 
White Bear EDC* 
Woodbury Area Chamber

NORTHEAST MINNESOTA 
APEX
Duluth Area Chamber 
Entrepreneur Fund

Grand Rapids Area Chamber 
Hibbing Area Chamber 
International Falls Area Chamber 
Itasca Economic Development 
Corp. (IEDC)*  

Laurentian Chamber
Northspan Group 

NORTHWEST MINNESOTA 
Bemidji Area Chamber 
East Grand Forks Chamber 
East Grand Forks EDA* 
Greater Bemidji* 
Thief River Falls Chamber 

SOUTHERN/SOUTHEAST  
MINNESOTA
Albert Lea-Freeborn  
County Chamber 

Albert Lea Economic  
Development Agency* 

Austin Area Chamber 
Blooming Prairie Chamber 
Fairmont Area Chamber
Fairmont EDA* 

Faribault Area Chamber  
& Tourism

Greater Mankato Growth 
Lake City Chamber 
Lake City EDA* 
Northfield Area Chamber  
& Tourism 

Northfield EDA*
Owatonna Area Chamber 
Red Wing Area Chamber 
Rochester Area Chamber 
Rochester Area Economic  
Development Inc.* 

Waseca Area Chamber  
Winona Area Chamber 

SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA
Litchfield Area Chamber 
Marshall Area Chamber 
Meeker Development Corp.* 
New Ulm Area Chamber  
& Visitor Center

Pipestone Chamber 
Redwood Area  
Development Corp. 

Willmar Lakes Area Chamber 
Worthington Area Chamber  
& Visitors Bureau 

WEST CENTRAL MINNESOTA
Alexandria Area EDC* 
Alexandria Lakes Area Chamber 
Detroit Lakes Regional Chamber
Detroit Lakes EDA*
Fergus Falls Area Chamber
Greater Fergus Falls Corporation
M State – Detroit Lakes* 

STATEWIDE AFFILIATE  
PARTNERS
Minnesota Retailers Association
Tri-State Manufacturers  
Association 

University of Minnesota Extension 
SCORE – Minneapolis
SCORE – South Metro
SCORE – St Paul 
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GROW MINNESOTA!
PARTNERSHIP
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The Grow Minnesota! Partnership is helping to grow our 
state’s economy. Our passion to retain and grow Minnesota 
businesses aligns with the overall mission of the Minnesota 
Chamber of Commerce. The program will soon complete 
its 16th year and operates in partnership with 90 local and 
regional chambers of commerce and economic development 
organizations.

GROW MINNESOTA!® PARTNERSHIP
Minnesota Chamber Staff

VICKI STUTE 
vice president of direct services .........................651.292.3908

KATHI SCHAFF 
director, Grow Minnesota!® Partnership ...........651.292.4667

SEAN O’NEIL 
business development coordinator, 
Grow Minnesota!® .........................................................651.292.4674

https://www.mnchamber.com/your-opportunity/grow-minnesota-partnership

*   Denotes local and regional 
economic development entity 
co-partners

742 Grand Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 698-8100 
www.couleebank.net

Coulee Bank, an 

Approved SBA Lender, 

is proud to support the 

Minnesota Chamber 

of Commerce. 

Approved to o�er SBA loan products under SBA’s Preferred Lender programs | Member FDIC 

http://www.biglakechamber.com
https://www.biglakemn.org/
http://growbrainerdlakes.org/
http://growbrainerdlakes.org/
http://www.explorebrainerdlakes.com
http://www.cuyunalakes.com
http://www.elkriverchamber.org
https://www.greaterstcloud.com/
https://www.greaterstcloud.com/
http://www.longprairie.org
https://www.north65chamber.com/
http://www.pinecitychamber.com/
https://pinecity.govoffice.com/
http://www.stcloudareachamber.com
http://www.applevalleychamber.com
http://www.burnsvillechamber.com
http://www.dcrchamber.com
http://www.epchamber.org
https://www.edinachamber.com/
https://greaterstillwaterchamber.com/
http://www.hastingsmn.org
http://www.hastingsmn.org
https://www.hastingsmn.gov/city-government/commissions/hedra
http://www.i94westchamber.org
https://www.lakevillechamber.org/
http://www.metronorthchamber.org
http://progressplusmn.org/site/
http://www.richfieldchambercvb.org
http://www.riverheights.com
https://www.cityofroseville.com/71/Economic-Development
http://www.saintpaulchamber.com
http://www.shakopee.org
https://www.sppa.com/
http://www.twincitiesnorth.org
http://www.twinwest.com
http://www.vhedc.com
http://www.waconiachamber.org
http://www.whitebearchamber.com
https://www.whitebearlake.org/communitydevelopment/page/economic-development-corporation
http://www.woodburychamber.org/
http://www.apexgetsbusiness.com
http://www.duluthchamber.com
https://www.entrepreneurfund.org/
https://www.grandmn.com/
http://www.hibbing.org/
http://www.ifallschamber.com/
http://www.itascadv.org
http://www.itascadv.org
https://laurentianchamber.org/
https://www.northspan.org/
http://www.bemidji.org
http://www.gochamber.org
http://www.egf.mn/index.aspx?nid=451
https://www.greaterbemidji.com/
http://www.trfchamber.com
http://www.albertlea.org
http://www.albertlea.org
https://growalbertlea.com/
https://growalbertlea.com/
http://www.austincoc.com
http://www.bloomingprairie.com
http://www.fairmontchamber.org
https://fairmont.org/fairmont-economic-development-authority/
http://www.faribaultmn.org
https://greatermankato.com/
http://lakecity.org/
https://lakecityeda.com/
https://www.northfieldchamber.com/
https://www.northfieldchamber.com/
https://www.ci.northfield.mn.us/103/Economic-Development-Authority
http://www.owatonna.org
http://www.redwingchamber.com/
http://www.rochestermnchamber.com
http://www.raedi.com/
http://www.raedi.com/
http://www.wasecachamber.com
https://www.winonachamber.com/
https://litch.com/
https://www.marshall-mn.org/main/
https://meekercodevcorp.com/
http://www.newulm.com/
http://www.newulm.com/
http://pipestoneminnesota.com/
https://www.radc.org/
https://www.radc.org/
https://willmarareachamber.com/
http://www.worthingtonmnchamber.com/
http://www.worthingtonmnchamber.com/
https://livingalexarea.org/
http://www.alexandriamn.org
https://www.visitdetroitlakes.com/chamber/
https://cityofdetroitlakes.com/developmentauthority
http://www.fergusfalls.com
https://greaterfergusfalls.com/
https://www.minnesota.edu/detroit-lakes/
https://www.mnretail.org/
https://www.tsma.org/
https://www.tsma.org/
https://extension.umn.edu/
https://minneapolis.score.org/
https://southmetro.score.org/
https://stpaul.score.org/
https://www.mnchamber.com/your-opportunity/grow-minnesota-partnership

